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The showdown which opposes Arabs and Israelis began on 29 November 1947, when the General Assembly
of the United Nations established the partition of Palestine in two states. The surprising and clear victory in
1948 allowed Israel to seize vast areas that the UN had given to the Arab state. This opened a huge gap
between the two communities and altered the strategic relations of the Middle East forever. Today, after four
wars, the instability of the region clearly indicates that the solution for the remaining problems is unsolved,
and that the greatest threat to peace faced by the contemporary world is far from over.
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