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Spanish Description "Labanalizacion de las artes y laliteratura, €l triunfo del periodismo amarillistay la
frivolidad de la politica son sintomas de un mal mayor queaqueja a la sociedad contemporanea: laidea
temeraria de convertir en bien supremo nuestra natural propension a divertirnos. En el pasado, la culturafue
una especie de conciencia que impedia dar la espalda alareaidad. Ahora, actua como mecanismo de
distraccion y entretenimiento. Como buen espiritu incomodo, Vargas Llosa nos entrega unadurisima
radiografia de nuestro tiempo y nuestra cultura. English Description "Mario Vargas L1osa s new book after
winning the Nobel Prize. The growing trivialization of art and literature, the triumphof a sensationalist press,
and the frivolity found in politics are all symptoms of abigger evil afflicting contemporary society: the
suicidal notion that the sole purpose of life isto have a good time. In the past, cultural and intellectual
endeavors acted as atype of conscience that made it impossible to ignore redlity. Today, they arejust a
means of distraction. Like atrue questing soul, Vargas L|osa providesreaders with an uncomfortably harsh
scan of our time and our cultural values.""
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