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Kitty marries the passionate and intellectual Walter Fane and has an affair with a career politician, Charles
Townsend, assistant colonial secretary of Hong Kong. Walter discovers the relationship, and compels Kitty
to accompany him to a cholera-infested region of mainland China. Walter dies, and she isforced to leave

Chinaand return to England.
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About the Author

W. Somerset Maugham (1874-1965) was an English novelist and playwright. Maugham was famous as a
dramatist before he was known for his novels and short stories. His clarity of style, the perfection of his
form, and the subtlety of histhought, thinly veiled by aworldly cynicism made him an international figure.
Among his novels are Of Human Bondage, The Moon and Sixpence, and The Razor's Edge.
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