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The story of the Collyer brothers has become alegend for almost all New Y orkers. In the late 1940s, the
police found the bodies of two brothersin their mansion on Fifth Avenue, buried under piles of things that
had been collecting al their lives. Sons of good families, blindness of one of them had led to the other spent
therest of hislifeto look after him and slowly, the two had made their home their fortress. E.L. Doctorow
looks at everything that happens around the Collyers, whatever they are reluctant to live, but that getsinto
their home with overwhelming force: immigrants, prostitutes, jazz musicians, women of high society,
government agents, gangsters, hippies ... Homer and Langley will witness exception, though reluctant,
changesinthe U.S..
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About the Author

E.L. Doctorow is one of America's most accomplished and acclaimed living writers. Winner of the National
Book Award, the National Book Critics Circle Award (twice), the PEN/Faulkner Award, and the National
Humanities Medal, he is the author of nine novels that have explored the drama of American life from the
late 19th century to the 21st. Al Alvarez isapoet, literary critic, and author of many non-fiction books on
topics ranging from suicide, divorce and dreams - The Savage God, Life After Marriage, Night - to poker
and mountaineering - The Biggest Gamein Town, Offshore. He was poetry editor of The Observer from
1956-66. He has contributed regularly to The New Y ork Review of Books and The New Y orker. His most
recent books are an autobiography, Where Did It All Go Right?, New & Selected Poems and The Writer's
Voice. Helivesin London.
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