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In this story of an orphan's quest for his heritage after World War II, Sebald embodies in Austerlitz the
universal human search for identity, the struggle to impose coherence on memory, and a struggle
complicated by the mind's defenses against trauma.
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About the Author
W. G. Sebald was born in Germany in 1944 and died in 2001. He is the author of The Emigrants, The Rings
of Saturn, Vertigo, Austerlitz, After Nature, On the Natural History of Destruction, Unrecounted and Campo
Santo.
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